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I spend a lot of time in the online empowerment space, as you can imagine. 

And I see confidence talked about all the time. And yet, I don't see it 

described correctly. Because everyone talks about confidence as a feeling 

or a state of being. It's in the way we use the word. We say, I want to feel 

confident. I want to be confident. But thinking about it this way makes it a 

little mysterious to us. If it's a feeling, how do we make more of it? 

You would expect I would say, well, you change your thoughts, right? That 

confidence is a feeling caused by our thoughts. And I think that's true. 

That's what I've taught historically and I do stand by that. But I also think 

there's a lot more to it, and I have a new perspective on confidence that I 

want to share with you. It's much more than a feeling, and in fact, in some 

ways the feeling is the last part of it and the least important part. So in this 

episode, I'm going to dive into what confidence is if it isn't a feeling, and 

what that means for how you can start increasing your confidence. 

Welcome to UnF*ck Your Brain. I'm your host, Kara Loewentheil, Master 

Certified Coach and founder of The School of New Feminist Thought. I'm 

here to help you turn down your anxiety, turn up your confidence, and 

create a life on your own terms, one that you're truly excited to live. Let's 

go. 

All right, my friends. So today we're diving into an advanced understanding 

of confidence. What it is, why it matters, and what creates it. So, let's do a 

throwback to how I used to start many of my episodes when I was building 

the vocabulary we use when we make and listen to this show. How does 

the dictionary define it? The dictionary defines confidence as, "a feeling of 

self-assurance arising from one's appreciation of one's own abilities or 

qualities." 
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In other words, it's a feeling created by thoughts, positive thoughts about 

yourself. And that's what I've taught in the past. And I do think that is the 

entry-level way of explaining confidence. After all, if you have negative 

thoughts about your appearance or your work performance or your creative 

abilities or your athletic skills or whatever else, it's going to be hard to feel 

confident in that area.  

And a lot of what passes for empowering advice in the self-development 

world is like that old saying, putting lipstick on a pig, right? It's telling you 

just to believe in yourself or just think positive thoughts, but without 

teaching you how to do that. How to actually get underneath the platitudes 

and identify the thoughts that are blocking your confidence and change 

them. So you just try to spackle a positive thought on top of your existing 

negative thoughts, and of course that doesn't work and then you feel 

disappointed and you maybe give up on the power that is thought work. 

So what I've really focused on is helping women actually identify the 

thoughts blocking them and changing those bit by bit, and that has helped 

so many women feel more confident. I hear from women every day in my 

coaching program, the Feminist Self-Help Society, in podcast reviews, and 

emails and DMs that this work has helped them feel more confident by 

building them up in the specific areas that were troubling them. 

And now having coached women for a decade, I've had the opportunity to 

see that there is so much more to creating a truly confident woman who 

lives a truly confident life. We think of confidence as the absence of 

insecurity. We don't want to feel bad about ourselves, and if we don't, we 

call that confidence. But that's just such a small piece of the puzzle. 

Because women aren't only socialized to lack confidence in themselves in 

the sense of having self-critical thoughts or feelings of shame or anxiety 

about their abilities or qualities. That would be like the opposite of that 

dictionary definition. 
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Women are also taught to think in ways that produce a lack of confidence 

in all areas of our lives. And a lot of them aren't always as obvious to us 

because they don't kind of align with that mainstream first level 

understanding of the word confidence. I think it's really important to bring 

this confidence lens to a broader perspective on our lives, because when 

we look at some of these areas and these common thought and feeling 

patterns that I have identified by working with thousands of women through 

the lens of confidence, we can see how they're all related. 

We don't feel confident in our relationships because we don't feel secure in 

them, right? So we don't take up space, tell the truth, believe that we are an 

equal member, believe that our desires, thoughts and feelings, pleasure, 

whatever it is matters as much as anyone else's. Instead, we feel like we're 

constantly at the mercy of everyone else's pleasure or displeasure. And we 

evaluate how loved or valuable we are based on how other people treat us 

or what we think they think or feel about us. 

We don't feel confident in our work because we ignore our strengths and 

we're always focused on our weaknesses or we're comparing ourselves to 

others who are farther along or telling ourselves it's too late to succeed or 

that we're missing something essential for success. And the tricky part of 

this is we may actually be very successful in a mainstream public way. Like 

other people would unequivocally say that we are successful. But we don't 

feel that way inside, or it doesn't feel like enough. And the secret truth is we 

aren't going as big and bold as we could. We aren't as powerful or 

successful as we could be. And we know that deep inside, even when our 

success looks good to other people on the outside. 

We often don't feel confident in our decisions because we don't trust 

ourselves to make the right decision, and our brains are always cataloging 

our previous decisions that didn't work out or any previous mistakes we 

made. So we end up second guessing ourselves, taking forever to make 
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decisions, running them by 12 different group chats, but never really feeling 

satisfied with the answer. 

We don't feel confident in our perception of events or interactions because 

society has taught us to doubt ourselves and to see ourselves as people 

who are too sensitive and who overreact, and we can't be sure we're 

interpreting things correctly. So we gaslight ourselves, we run everything by 

those 12 group chats again, right? But we still never feel secure in our 

interpretation. 

We don't feel confident with our money because society has taught us that 

we're bad with money, that being good with money means being 

restrained, budgeting and saving, that spending money is always reckless 

or irresponsible, and that making money or investing or creating wealth is 

hard and kind of mysterious and mostly for men. So we avoid financial 

decisions or we make them randomly and impulsively, or we just do 

whatever feels safe because we don't feel confident taking risks. 

And just like I was talking about with the professional level of success, it 

can look on the outside like you are very confident, but you know inside 

that you aren't. So, for instance, I have a multiple seven-figure business. I 

invest my money in the stock market. I invest in angel investing, in venture 

capital deals. Like I am a sophisticated investor and I do understand my 

money, and I still notice my brain telling me all the time that I don't know 

what I'm doing with money. I've done enough work on this to be confident 

enough to still move forward. I know how to coach myself on it, but that 

thought still comes up even though from the outside, nobody would say that 

I seem like I don't know what I'm doing. 

Fundamentally, wherever we are on the path, we don't feel fully confident in 

ourselves. And that's a bigger problem that we have to address at the 
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system level along with addressing confidence at the specific thought and 

feeling level. So to do that, we have to understand what we're missing in 

the way we think and talk and teach about confidence right now. And that's 

what I'm going to explain after this quick break. 

So here's what I think we're missing when we talk about confidence. We 

really focus on confidence as a feeling. So we target the specific thought 

making us feel anxious or ashamed or insecure, and when we fix that, we 

think we're done. But the lack of confidence is actually deep-seated in all 

the ways I explained in the first half of this episode. And it shows up in a lot 

of ways other than a feeling of insecurity. It shows up in paralysis around 

decision-making. It shows up in settling in relationships. It shows up in 

people-pleasing and codependency and other unhealthy dynamics. 

It shows up in simply not living up to our potential, not going as big or bold 

as our soul might be calling us to do or as our talent and capabilities might 

allow. I do teach that our potential is not something we're ever supposed to 

fully reach, and I firmly believe that, but there's a difference between 

actively chasing it and expanding it and growing or being so far away from 

our potential, so scared to look at it that we only vaguely even know where 

we would find it, right? 

So one top-line way to think about this is that when we focus on confidence 

as a feeling, we solve the first-level problems. We solve our active pain 

points. But we miss the power of going from good to great. So if you feel 

insecure about your appearance, you might experience that as active 

anxiety. And you might then think you've solved the problem when you 

work on those thoughts enough that this insecurity goes away. But that 

doesn't mean you've actually experienced the power of feeling actively, 

confidently amazing about your body. 
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If you feel insecure about your work, you may experience that as active 

anxiety or shame when something doesn't go well. And you can totally 

work on your thoughts to stop worrying so much, stop shaming yourself, 

and you will feel better. The pain is gone, and that is totally valuable and 

important. But that's not the same as creating the active confidence of truly 

believing you are incredible at what you do. The kind of confidence that 

would allow you to actually take more risks and tolerate more failures 

because you have that underlying bedrock of confidence beneath it. 

When we think of confidence as just the opposite of insecurity, the solving 

of insecurity, the resolution of that negative emotion, then maybe we're 

going to get to neutral. Maybe we're going to get to feeling good. But 

confidence on a deeper level doesn't always feel good. And when we think 

of confidence as just being feeling good, we are at risk of missing the 

transformative power of true confidence. Because deep confidence, the 

kind required to live a confident life, often means taking risks, pushing 

yourself, expanding your growth, knowing how to get through the 

discomfort of evolution, none of which feels good. 

There's a really powerful paradox here. True deep confidence actually is 

partly about tolerating thoughts and feelings of insecurity that may come up 

as you work towards building a deep trust with yourself that impacts all 

areas of your life. So what I see now is that true confidence, the kind that 

changes your life, is not actually a feeling, or at least it's not just a feeling. 

The positive feeling of confidence in your body, that is something that 

sometimes happens when you are building deep confidence as a way of 

life. It's like a byproduct that you sometimes get to experience, which is fun. 

But it's not always there and it's not the main point. It's not really even the 

goal. 

True confidence is a mindset. It's a way of being. It's a relationship with 

yourself. And when we think of it as just being a feeling, we're actually kind 
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of chasing the wrong thing. We're chasing the ephemeral emotion rather 

than the bedrock of belief in ourselves. And then we may even take feeling 

insecure or nervous about a big risk or something bold we want to do as a 

sign that something's gone wrong, we're not really confident, when that 

may not even be true. 

So confidence isn't just about being able to create that positive feeling 

emotion in a specific moment. That's a cool skill. It has been great for me in 

my life. I've taught it to so many of you. And I think it's important. But 

there's so much more to truly transformative confidence. That's about a 

way of being in relation with yourself that changes everything in your life. 

I've been working at distilling this mindset, this way of being and living into 

four specific skills that you can learn and practice to create confidence, not 

just in a moment, but as a foundation of your life. Not just as a temporary 

feeling, but as a permanent way of being. 

If you’re loving what you’re learning on the podcast, you have got to come 

check out The Feminist Self-Help Society. It’s our newly revamped 

community and classroom where you get individual help to better apply 

these concepts to your life, along with a library of next-level blow-your-mind 

coaching tools and concepts that I just can’t fit in a podcast episode. 

It’s also where you can hang out, get coached, and nerd out about all 

things thought work and feminist mindset with other podcast listeners just 

like you and me. It’s my favorite place on Earth and it will change your life, I 

guarantee it. Come join us at www.UnfuckYourBrain.com/society. I can’t 

wait to see you there. 
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